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Appendix 1: Existing Tribes in Botswana (RETENG, 2005) 

The last data on ethnicity was in 1946 and since then it has not been possible to have reliable data 
on ethnic affiliation. These figures are arrived at by using populations in the geographical 
locations in which these tribes reside as per the 2001 Population and Housing Census. They have 
been rounded up to the nearest thousand. 
 

1. Marginalised  (Bantu)   2. Marginalised (Khoesan) 
 Tribe   Population   Tribe  Population 

1. Babirwa  69 000    ||Gana  8 000 
2. Baboalongwe*   40 000   |Gwi   5 000 

3. Bagciriku   5 000   Hua  3000 
4. Bahurutshe   9 000   Ju|õhoan 5 000 
5. Bakaa   18 000   Shua  7 000  
6. Bakalanga   276000    Khwedam  8 000  
7. Bakgothu   19 000   Naro  10 000 

8. Bakgwatheng*   12 000   Kxõau||ein 4 000 
9. Bakhurutshe  18 000   Tsowa  5000  
10. Bakwangali    2 000   !Xóo    850 
11. Banabjwa   9 000   kua    600   
12. Bangologa *  7 000   Nama  1500    
13. Baphaleng *  14 000   Total   57 500  

14. Barotsi    4 000    
15. Bashaga *  189 000      
16. Batalaote   5 000 
17. Batlhware  23 000  *  = Bakgalagadi = Total is 272 000 

18. Batshweneng  8 000 
19. Batswapong   58 000 
20. Vekuhane   19 000 
21. Hambukushu    49 000 
22. Ndebele   2 000 
23. ovaHerero   29 000 
24. ovaMbanderu   30 000 
25. Wayeyi    60 000 
Total  Bantu  974 000                                 Marginalised  1,  030  000 

(unrecognized population (60%)    

 
3. Tswana Tribes Bantu (The recognized tribes) 
 
 Tribe    Population (2001 census) 

Bakgatla ð Kgafela  65 000 
Bakgatla- Mmanaana   43 000 
Bakwena    60 000 
Bamalete    20 000 
Bangwaketse   40 000 
Bangwato   18 000 
Barolong    47 000 
Batawana     2 000 
Batlokwa    10 000 
Total   305, 000 (17.9 %).  
 
Immigrants and non-citizens  =  365 863 (21%)  



 2 

Appendix 2: The Ethnic Composition of the House of Chiefs 
 

The House was inaugurated on February 1, 2007 and addressed by His Excellency the 
President - Mogae 

 
Table 1: Members of the House of Chiefs (2007)   

 

Ex-Officio:  These are the eight Tswana tribes - automatically admitted to the House for life - 
as hereditary chiefs. They oversee districts and rule over all other tribes within the 
district. The Tswana culture, customary law and language is imposed over other tribes in 
the District. 

District  Name of Chief  Tribal Affiliation Comment 

Borolong Lotlamoreng 11 
Vice Chairperson 

Barolong  New Barolong Farms 
in Southern District   

Central Sediegeng Kgamane Bangwato Acting as chief on 
behalf of the  
President 

Kgatleng No one  
 
Kgosi Kgafela Kgafela 
is not attending the 
House of chiefs since 
his installation in 
2008 

Bakgatla Stalemate between 
government and 
Bakgatla. They do not 
want their chief to be 
employed by 
government. 
Government says if 
not employed he is 
not qualified to 
attend House of 
chiefs. 

Kweneng Kgari Sechele 111 Bakwena  

Ngamiland  Keangatile Moremi  Batawana Acting (female)  

Ngwaketsi  Seepapitso iv Bangwaketse Chair of  the House 

South East - North  Puso Gaborone Batlokwa  

South East-South Mosadi Seboko Balete (female) 

    

Elected Members: These are elected by employees of the tribal administration (ranking from 
headman to sub-chief) to represent the 22 regions within each district. If the district is 
not ruled by a Tswana Chief, it is treated like a region ( here marked *)  or divided into 
regions without an overall Chief (marked **), and its ruler is of a lower status than the 
Tswana chief. They have no powers and are supervised by the Tswana chiefs nearest to 
the region. They are elected to the House for five years after which they may be re-
elected or not. They do not represent their tribes but the regions.  

Region Name Tribal affiliation comments 

Bobirwa  
 
(Central) 

Mmirwa S. Malema  Babirwa He is the legitimate 
chief of his tribe, but 
since he is non-
Tswana he is not 
recognized to the 
same level as the 
Tswana tribes he is 
supervised by the 
Bangwato Chief in 
the Central district  
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Boteti 
(Central) 

OS Machiliza Kalanga Mother is a Deti (San) 

Chobe* Peter J. Chika Vekuhane 
 
they designated their 
Chief in 1968 ð Chief 
Sinvula, he remains 
unrecognized). 

Elected by tossing a 
coin. There were  four 
headmen involved in 
the elections and each 
elected him/herself 
and the offi cer 
decided to toss a coin 
to resolve the 
impasse. 

Ghanzi East** France Kebeilwe Naro (San)  

Ghanzi West** K. Mangongorego !Xoo (San)  

Kanye 
 (Ngwaketsi)  

Daniel Mathiba  Bangwaketse  

Kgalagadi ** 
South  

David Toto 11 Batlhware 
(Kgalagadi group)  

 

Kgalagadi North**  CM Molatole  Bakgwatlheng 
(Kgalagadi group)  

 

Letlhakeng 
(Kweneng) 

Itsoseng Gaoonwe Baboloongwe 
(Kgalagadi group)  

 

Mahalapye (Central)  Goareng Mosinyi  Bakaa  

Maun  
(Ngamiland)  

Oleyo Ledimo  Batawana Originally a 
Mokgalagadi  

Molepolole 
(Kweneng) 

Seeletso Pule Balete  

Moshupa 
(Ngwaketse) 

M.Mosielele Bakgatla ba ga 
Mmanaana 

One of the 
marginalized Tswana 
groups. 

Ngami  
(Ngamiland)  

Ebineng Pusoeng Batawana A Tswana 
representing a 
predominantly 
Wayeyi region  

Ngwaketse west 
(Ngwaketse) 

AM Thuku  Bangologa 
(Kgalagadi group)  

 

North East* Freedah Mosojane Kalanga  

Okavango 
(Ngamiland)  

Kea Lempadi Batawana Originally a Ndebele  

Serowe 
(Central) 

Kgomotso Boiditswe  Bakgatla  Representing a 
predominantly 
Kalanga region  

Thamaga 
(Kweneng)  

Letlole Thobega Bahurutshe Marginalised Tswana 
group  

Tonota 
(Central) 

Phokontsi Seeletso Bangwato The majority of the 
people in this region 
are Bakhurutshe and 
Babirwa 

Tswapong 
(Central)  

Oteng Suping Batswapong 
 

A Tswana 
representing a 
predominantly 
Tswapong (non-
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Tswana) region 

Tutume 
(Central) 

OK Mosweu  Bangwato A Tswana 
representing a 
predominantly 
Kalanga region 

    

Specially elected Members: These are elected by the President to represent the political interests 
of the government. They do not represent a region or their tribe but serve as headmen in 
their villages. Three (3) of the (five) 5 have played key roles in oppressing members of 
their communities who  have advocated for reform.  

Village Name Tribal Affiliation Comments 

New Cade- 
( Ghanzi district ð 
Ghanzi  East Region) 

Lobatse Beslag //Gana  A strong government 
supporter on the 
relocation of the 
Basarwa from the 
CKGR 

Bokspits 
(Kgalagadi East) 

Serai Esterhuizen Afrikaans  
(Coloured)  

 

Sebina 
(Central ð Tutume)  

Shathani Kgakanyane Kalanga A strong government 
supporter on the 
establishment of 
Ngwato (Tswana) 
dominated Kgotla in 
Sebina ( a Kalanga 
dominated village  

Gumare 
(Ngamiland district ð 
Ngami region)  

Shikati Fish Malepe 
Ozoo 

Wayeyi  His tribe went court 
in 1999 and is 
awaiting recognition  

Etsha 6 
(Ngami land ð 
Okavango) 

Mwakaupi Seemeko Mbukushu  He is said to be 
responsible for the 
recent defection of 
large numbers of his 
tribesmen from the 
BCP to the ruling 
party  
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Summary  

Out of 45 tribes, 8 are represented by their hereditary Chiefs, 25 represent regions and 20 are 
not represented. 

 
Table 2: The 25 tribes represented in the House of Chiefs and populations 

(Total membership: 35) 
 
Tribe   # Population    # Population  
    In thousands     In thousands 

  
Kalanga   3 276  Batawana  4  2** 
Bangwato  3 18  Barolong   1  49 
Balete   2 20  //Gani    1  8 
Lozi    1 4  !Xoo   1  850*  
Mbukushu   1 49  Bakwena  1  60  
Bangwaketse  2 40  Bangologa  1  17 
Bakgwatlheng  1 12  Baboloongwe  1  40  
Babirwa  1 69  Vekuhane  1  19*** 
Batlhware  1 23  Batlokwa   1  10 
Bakgatla  2 65  Naro   1  10  
Bakgatla (MmaNaana)  1 43  Bakaa   1  18 
Bahurutshe  1 9    
Afrikaaner   1 600*    
Batswapong  1 43*** 
 
Key: 

*not in thousands but ordinary number  
** Small tribe over represented ð due to government campaign against the Wayeyi tribe who 
raised and challenged chieftaincy in Botswana by going to court.  
*** Unhappy with the representative  
 
Table 3: 20 Tribes not represented in the House of Chiefs 
 
Tribe   Population in thousands 
Bagciriku    5 
Baphaleng   14*    * Big groups which  
Bakgothu   19*    have been left out 
Bakwangali    2  
Banabjwa   9 
Batalaote   5 
Ndebele   2 
Wayeyi    60*  
OvaHerero   29* 
OvaMbanderu    30*     
Bakhurutshe   18* 
Bashaga   189* 



 6 

|Gwi    5  

Hua   3 
Ju|õhoan   5  
Shua/Kua    7   
Khwedam    8    

Kxõau||ein   4  
Tsowa   5  
Nama   1500(not in thousands)  
 
 
Table  4. Chiefs which were installed by the Tribes but not admitted to the House of Chiefs 

 

Name of Chief  Tribe Date of Installation 

Chief Sinvula  Vekuhane 1968 

Shikati Calvin Kamanakao  
 
 
 
 Now  replace by Shikati  
Fish Malepe Wuzuwo  

Wayeyi  
He won a court case in which 
the Chieftainship Act was 
declared discriminatory and 
Unconstitutional ð but was 
never recognized and he died 
mysterious on May 6, 2003. 
 

1999 

Shikati Fish Malepe Wuzuwo  Wayeyi  2005 

Chief Bernard Kaume  Bangologa 2005  

Kgosi Gobuamang Bakgatla (MmaNaana) 2001 

She Maruje 111 Bakalanga (Masunga) 2006 

   

   

 


